
“IT HELPED ME BUY
ESSENTIALS AND SAVED

ME FROM HAVING TO
CHOOSE BETWEEN

HEATING AND EATING.”

LESS SPEND. MORE
IMPACT.

WINTER 25/26 | THE COMMUNITY CLOSET

FOOD VOUCHERS 
DISTRIBUTED

THE CHALLENGE
Rising cost-of-l iving
pressures across
Hackney
Residents struggling
to afford basic food
and essentials
Disproportionate
impact on:
Famil ies with
children
Disabled residents
Older people
Vulnerable
households in
insecure housing

THE APPROACH

Targeted shopping vouchers distributed
through a trusted community hub
Priorit ised residents experiencing
immediate financial hardship
Flexible delivery responding to real-time
need
Accessible, dignity-led support enabling
residents to choose their own essentials

WHAT
CHANGED?
Immediate rel ief from food insecurity and
financial stress
Residents able to access essential
groceries and household items
Reduced pressure on households facing
heating vs eating decisions
Strengthened trust in community-based
support services

HACKNEY GIVING: COST OF LIVING GRANT OUTCOMES

SPENT OF TARGET
DELIVERED

ADDITIONAL
RESIDENTS REACHED
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